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Introduction 
The main goal of Task 2.1 is the development of two overarching Gov4Nano 
guidance documents concerning:  

• An overview on nanomaterial characterization guidelines 
• Release testing methods for nanomaterials. 

Close contact is established between Gov4Nano and other (European) research 
projects, as well as with ECHA, Member States, European Commission, Malta 
Initiative, NanoSafety Cluster, OECD, and other stakeholders. 
 

Description of Work 
The two guidance documents developed in Task 2.1 are presented in the form of 
two Deliverables which are foreseen to lead to a peer-reviewed publication. 
The guiding document “From release testing to (occupational) exposure” (D2.2) 
reviews existing, standardized release tests and highlights requirements of release 
tests to be of use for exposure assessment and modelling. This guiding document 
provides the starting point for an OECD guidance document on release tests 
applicable for manufactured nanomaterials. The corresponding project proposal 
has recently been accepted by the OECD Working Party on Manufactured 
Nanomaterials (WPMN). 
The guiding document “Nanomaterial characterization guidelines and their 
application in regulation” (D2.3) provides an overview of different bodies that issue 
standardised and harmonised test methods. With a focus on the use of OECD Test 
Guidelines (TGs) and Guidance Documents (GDs) it describes their use in European 
and international legislation. It concludes that the European Chemicals Regulation 
(REACH) is different in its approach to chemical safety compared to the other 
legislations presented in this document. Currently, the EU is the only region with 
legal provisions specifically for nanoforms of substances. 
 

Main Results 
The two guidance documents and subsequent peer-reviewed papers are important 
results for harmonizing the characterization and release testing of nanomaterials. 
This is brought further by bringing these results as a starting point to the new 
OECD WPMN project. In close collaboration with the EU-project NanoHarmony, 
Task 2.1 ensures synergies between the different OECD TG/GD developments in 
Gov4Nano WP2 and other projects, committees and initiatives. 
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Summary 
Task 2.1 provides guidance on test methods for nanomaterial characterisation and 
release, supports their application in regulation, and successfully builds synergies 
between different OECD TG developments. 
 
For more details about the Gov4Nano project please visit the Gov4Nano website 
(gov4nano.eu). Public deliverables will be made available in due time via this 
website. 

http://www.gov4nano.eu/
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